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Tarras Talk is sponsored by: TARRAS RURAL WOMEN

Tarras Talk
Find us online at www.tarras.org.nz  

     TARRAS REFUSE STATION

CODC feedback over the last month:
We are noticing an increasing number of 
non-CODC bags,which means the waste is 
not paid for and all ratepayers have to carry 
the cost of this.

  C’MON TARRAS, USE AN ORANGE BAG!

Rural Women AGM

Tarras Rural Women General 
Meeting

On Thursday 10th April @ 7pm at 
the Tarraa church. 

All welcome

Community spotlight (continued)

All crew are trained in CIMS (Critical Incident Management Systems). This system is
NZs official framework to achieve effective coordinated incident management across
responding agencies eg: Police, St John
Tarras Volunteers train every 2nd Tuesday for 2hrs. Depending on seasons, the
training maybe outdoors practicing pumping water from the river or in winter it is more likely 
to be classroom training. Tarras unit currently has 13 members, age from
16yrs to approx. 70yrs & a mix of genders.
There is much more to know about the Tarras FENZ operations &amp; their crews, but
one thing I do know is that they save lives, & help people at critical moments in their
lives & for that, & more, we remain grateful to them – their commitment & passion for
community is to be acknowledged, valued & praised. Thanks team!
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Tarras talk by email!

Anyone in the community who would like to receive 
Tarras Talk via email to send their email address to 
Tarras Rural Women:  tarrasruralwomen@gmail.com

Creating Unique Learning Experiences. 
 Community, Curiosity, Diversity, Sustainability

Hapori, Mahira, Kanorau, Whakauka

ANZAC DAY 2025
ANZAC Service 25th April 2025

 
Anyone in the community wishing to help with 

organizing or new ideals please contact
Ang  or Beau

Community spotlight
Craig Mace has been a Volunteer firefighter for nearly 28 years, mostly in
Queenstown area but the last 6 have been with Tarras. 

No sirens for rural areas, so members are alerted by pager &amp; phone app AMS.
(Availability Messaging System) AMS uses the device location to enable tracking
Volunteers location when responding to an incident &amp; determining who is available.
Many of the Volunteers work outside the area, but there is never less than 2-3 who
turn out at each call.

Tarras Station has a fire truck & tanker, the tanker being sought after, so sometimes
Tarras is called in to provide support to other units in the area. In the first 12 weeks
of 2025, Tarras Volunteers have attended approx 16 callouts. These take a variety
of forms – several grass fires/motor vehicle accidents. When there is a grass fire in
the wider region eg: Wanaka/Hawea area, Tarras can be called to take over from the
urban stations after the first hour, so that they can return to their home station to be
prepared for the next call.

Volunteer Support Officers do a variety of roles for the FENZ Volunteers including,
picking up used equipment for cleaning &amp; and repackaging ready for the next callout.
The station carries several prepared packages of equipment & clothing so that there
is minimal sorting to do once back at the station.

People sometime refer to FENZ now as Fire & Everything Else NZ, as their mandate
formally includes accidents/emergencies, plus they can be called to provide support
to Police and St John.

Generally, whoever drives the engine is also the pump operator and this is a role
Craig enjoys. The Tarras Station being a rural station, the fire fighters, have no
breathing apparatus or cutting equipment. Luggate Station carries the latter.
Cromwell as an urban station is expected to have an engine out the door within 3
minutes, for Tarras it is 10mins.

After every callout the crew debrief together. What worked/what did not, & talking
about any issues it raised for them as a crew, or as individuals. Professional
counseling support is made available to them as needed after some call outs,
group counseling is mandatory.
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Community Facebook pages
 

Some great community spirit in keeping facebook pages active in our community

https://www.facebook.com/tarrasotago
https://www.facebook.com/groups/495149586007403

Book Club
Book Club this month will be 

9th April at 2pm
Sue Nylof is our host

e
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